
2010
Resolutions for 

a 
Plant & Soil Geek 

in the 

New Year

Grow Food! Eat Good Food! Resolve to plant spicy arugula, sweet turnips, purple carrots and 
funky kohlrabi.  Harvest your bounty and create something magical in the kitchen.  A little butter, garlic, hot 
pepper and you might break out into a Glee inspired song and dance.

Track down three different soil series in your county.  
Visit Web Soil Survey at: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/ to find 
soils in your area and what the possibilities for land use might be 
(growing blueberries, installing a septic system, pasture land?). Then 
take a shovel or auger and dig some holes to see if you can find the 
different soils.

Start a blog to share all your plant and soil geek adventures 
with friends.  Capture the fun with video and pics.  Visit:
 http://nc4hplantandsoilgeek.blogspot.com/ for some initial ideas.

Grow peanuts.  If you have never experience the peanut’s life 
cycle, it is tremendous.  Huge seeds that grow into drought tolerant 
plants, set flowers that bury themselves into the earth to develop 
fruit underground.  It is a strange and thrilling experience.

 
Spread the plant and soil love through song.  Take one of your favorite mu-
sical hits and transform it into a “rock” ballad.  I have been reworking Cyndi Lauper’s inspirational 
anthem into “Plants just wanna have sun.”  You might want to play gourd maracas, squash leaf 
whistles or bamboo flutes too.

Seek out seeds for weird and unusual plants. Grow a walking stick kale 
(and use it on hikes!) or a voodoo lily (Amorphophallus) that smells like rotting meat. Who knew 
plants could be so entertaining? 

Grow green, pink and brown cotton.  You don’t even have to dye the cotton to 
get a colored t-shirt.  How does it compare to cotton grown commercially?
 

Amaze yourself with cucurbit plants.  Grow a cucum-
ber in a bottle and astound friends and family.  Or try a VeggieForm®  
and observe your conforming squash smash itself into a face.

    Kohlrabi comes in purple or green

Plant w
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 it to the desired height.
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For more plant and soil ideas, visit us online at http://ces.ncsu.edu/4hplantandsoils

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.leevalley.com/gifts/page.aspx?c=2&p=51543&cat=4,104,53213&ap=3
http://ces.ncsu.edu/4hplantand soils

